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The Centre for Regional Studies from Pecs of thexgduan Academy of Sciences organized the
Conference that was held in Pecs from February t4#5th 2011. It was dedicated to presentatioa of
book titled Regional Transformation Processes in the Western Balkans Countries. The book has been
edited by Prof. PhD Gyula Horvath and Prof. PhDtawlHajdu. The book was published in two
languages - Hungarian and English by the Centr®é&gional Studies from Pecs, with financial support
by the European Union, European Social Fund, andghklian Ministry for National and Economic
Development.

The title of the project iSocialization of Regional Science. The book presentation was the final act of
the overall research project that was promoted wutigetitle “Exploration of the Balkans”. The profe
was implemented with the contribution of 22 reskars of the project team who were also the co-asitho
of the above-mentioned book. During the Conferemtech was held at the Faculty of Economics of the
University Pecs, the emphasis was placed on thitigposf the Balkans and particularly on the rodd o
every country of the Western Balkans towards thegiration into the European Union, as well as on
disparities in regional development within thesartaes.

Political stakeholders, lecturers, researchersodingr parties concerned from these countries taokip

the Conference the objective of which was to pr@megional sciences following the example of the
Balkans. On more than 600 pages, within five chaptde book shows the characteristics of spatial
structures, regional disparities and potential dioms of the Western Balkans countries development
(Slovenia, Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Macej@erbia, Montenegro and Albania).

The macro region that has been observed is theaBdMeninsula. Natural-geographic characteristics of
this region are complex, and geological structsrdiversified. The region has a strategically int@otr
position due to its topographic position - it coctseRegional Transformation Processes in the Wester
Balkans Countries continents, the West and Cekuadpe with the Middle East, it connects the Danube
countries with the Mediterranean and Asia.

The position of the region is sensitive due toftet that cohesion of various cultures and socmggacts

of the neighboring continents is most expressedtigregion. Throughout history, the Balkans wam#

of various empires but it always represented apperal area. The Balkan countries started gaining
independence in the 20th century and at the bewginwii the 21st century, this region is characterizg
transitioneconomic decline. Nowadays, the commgeabive of countries that used to be a part of the
former Yugoslavia is integration into the Européamion and catching up with the level of development
of the EU. The stabilization of the Balkans hasrgly played the key role in the agenda of thetioali
stakeholders of the European Union, who are mabgihuge resources for strengthening of integration
capacities of these countries leading to emergehaautual interest for accession into the European
community. The first chapter is dedicated to pres@n of geographical and historical-political
characteristics of the constructed macro region.

The second chapter deals with the issue of dembygrapd workforce. The area that was included in the
scope of this research has always been diverse iwlkemes to nationality, culture and religion. &pla
distribution of nations and various nationalitieashchanged throughout the history. Ethnically
homogeneous areas have only developed in some gfatte Balkans; therefore, it has always been
considered a multiethnic region. The developmenargfe cities has been based on multiculturalisnis T
macro region has been characterized by emphasiggdtian of the population within national borders



(from underdeveloped parts into the developed regjioas well as outside national borders. The
migration processes of the Balkans population vebaracterized by migration of the workforce to the
countries of the Western Europe, America, and Alistr A new form of migration emerged with the
outbreak of civil wars, and it was the so-calleinal displacement of population. It is expecteat the
future will hold ageing of the population, declinéthe birth rate and increase of life expectaridye
labor market is affected by these demographic sefde level of development of the workforce
indicates the presence of emphasized regional aiéigs. A high unemployment rate is the common
characteristic of the region (especially the loagrt unemployment and high share of young people. T
issue of (un)employment affects most the followimgups of people at the Balkans: individuals withou
a degree, members of national minorities, youngplge@nd women. The development of human capital
is one of the most important objectives of theoagi

The third chapter is dedicated to the study of rehtresources and uniqueness of the network adsciti
and settlements of the Balkans. Geological strecturd climate conditions are diverse at the Balkans
River and water resources are developed and ddevéose topography, variable geological structure,
vegetation and precipitation these water resoufgesind and surface) vary to a large extent inagert
parts of the Western Balkans. The most importattrabresources are: solil, forests, water, and. diies
development of the network of cities and settlemetwok place partly under the Journal of the
Geographical Institute “Jovan Cwiji SASA 61(3) (174-177) influence of these availabiatural
resources, as well as under the influence of @lltoackground of occupational forces. Considerhrgy t
political and economic instability present in thasea, the state administration has been changing
constantly, forcing the cities and settlementsdaph to new circumstances and assume new functions.
Throughout the history, the cities that experiensigghificant development were involved in tradenf$o
(marine and those in mountain valleys). Howevegirttdevelopment was primarily affected by
communication and infrastructure. Urbanization Mete due to insufficient level of development of
economy, which led to growing number of rural areasl declining number of urban areas. Rural
population immigrated on a large scale to citiexjustrial centers due to higher probability of
employment, higher personal income and better striwatural coverage. Intensive migration of people
from rural areas to urban areas has lead to deplefirural areas.

The fourth chapter describes the system of powectstre, social structure and public services syste

the Western Balkans region. The important momenhis segment is the relation of a certain coustrie
towards European integration processes. Slovensa enatable and well-envisaged policy of state
management (it became the EU Member State in 20@4dy), Croatia and Macedonia are candidate
countries for accession into the EU and counthes d@re in the negotiation process (Serbia, Alhaand
Montenegro) are slowly harmonizing the system patans with the requirements of the European
Union. Political process of development and stasiion of the national state is in progress in gver
country in parallel with these integration procasdfe are dealing with unitary states, except fosrita
and Herzegovina with a federal state administratibhe President is the head of the state, the
Government structure is represented by the Natidsaémbly under the system of electing members of
the parliament, from a diverse political scene. dttyvrepresents one of the biggest problems at the
Balkans, which affects wider social classes, irfipalar marginalized groups (national minoritiegria
people, and women). Therefore, the main task ofWestern Balkans is resolving of the problem of
poverty and social exclusion of citizens.

The fifth chapter offers an overall picture of teeonomy of the Western Balkans. Setting up of
economic-territorial structure of the region wageetied by the decline of industrial production and
employment rate, disappearance of industrial callturd human resources as well as the development of
the tertiary sector. Strong deindustrialization basn present during the last two decades, withesaod
intensity varying from one country to another. Agitural economy has a significant tradition in the
region and therefore a large number of employeeggicAltural production takes place (depending on
geographical, topographical, and climate circunt#ajh in the form of private holdings on small,
dispersed family estates. The economic underdesdimgss of the Western Balkans corresponds to
underdevelopedness of infrastructure and trangftvemost road and railway). Geo-strategic posibbn

the Balkans is most emphasized in air and maremesport. Tourism is one of the strongest economic



activities, as well as in the rest of Europe, tlsatkattractive tourist destinations on the Med#eean.
Banking sector of the Balkans is being restructuvid a tendency of development. The dominatioa of
foreign capital is strong while Regional Transfotima Processes in the Western Balkans Countries 177
banking sector is faced with numerous risks in tieisl (for example, expansion of the household&)a
Higher education of the region is changing and kigieg in parallel with setting of market economy.
The number of students and faculties is increadig,the quality and competitiveness are not on a
desirable level. More than a half of students areentrated in capital cities while the researgacaies

are below average (in comparison with Europe). Theing force of the Balkans economy is
concentrated in the sector of dynamic micro, snaalld medium enterprises with a small number of
employees. The success of those enterprises dependsmpetitiveness of products and services. The
inclination towards entrepreneurship is high atBlaékans, but there are not enough innovative gapac

in this sector. There is a large number of retwles and the share of grey economy is high in all
economic activities. The European Union has bedpirtgethe integration of this region since 1991 via
various developmental programs that have been idescm detail in the last part of this book. The
European integration brings with it new perspediver countries of the Western Balkans, through
encouraging regions and institutions in chargeegiianal development, which is imperative for these
countries.
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